St Louis de Montfort's primary school in Aspendale is very lucky to be located on 3.5 hectares of reclaimed swamp land bordered by bike paths and wetlands. However, as we are built on reclaimed land, the soil can be very difficult to work with and we are subject to flooding. The school opened in 1964 and is therefore a relatively young school to 760 students, 28 classes and 85 staff.
As St Louis' Environmental Sustainability and Health and Wellbeing leading teacher, 1 have endeavoured to develop a whole school approach to sustainability by embedding long term change in our students and school community.
WE ALL DELIGHT in watching children learn and are astounded by their aptitude for learning. We worry about the future for younger and unborn generations in a world of climate change and global warming but how well are we empowering youngsters to love the planet that is their home and to engage with her rhythms of creativity? This is a story of a school that is doing exactly that.
When I inherited the role in 2011,1 observed that our approach towards sustainability was isolated from the rest of the curriculum and had no foundation or connection to nature or our Catholic Identity. We had begun our ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic journey, we had built six garden beds and we were participating in regular education sessions on rubbish reduction and water initiatives. We held regular walk to school days, rubbish free lunch days, participated in Clean up Australia Days and South East Water Poster competitions.
All these initiatives were great but they were not providing a whole school approach to sustainability or embedding long term change in our studertts and school community. The school community had a quite limited understanding of nature and its intimate connection between every being and the universe or the importance of developing reciprocal relationships between humans and the larger community of life. We did not believe that nature itself could enhance human freedom and well-being or that Earth deserves to be valued for its own inherent worth, not merely because it is valuable to human beings. We also did not have the understanding that we have responsibility to act in a way that is consistent with maintaining the natural environment as far as possible in its natural state and to show respect for Earth's rights. As Thomas Berry writes, all beings have, "...the right to be, the right to habitat, and the right to fulfil their role in the ever-renewing process of the Earth Community." We need to have a mutually enhancing relationship that promotes the wellbeing of the whole Earth Community.
Where did we begin?
As a Catholic school we looked at education for sustainability in a 
Community
Having a supportive team is essential to achieving great results. We have engaged teachers who follow contemporary practices to achieve the best outcomes for all students.
We also have a fantastic garden to kitchen team who are passionate about our sustainability and believe in its importance in relation to student wellbeing and building school community.
c) Establishing explicit goals
to become an exemplary school in sustainability.
• to implement a five year sustainable 
Where are we now?
We believe that we are developing our community's understanding of nature and its intimate connection between every being and the universe. We also believe that we are developing our community to be agents of the mission of the church, who take action for the good of our our whole school approach. During this leadership program we empower the students to design, research, build and promote sustainability in the school and wider community. The student leaders also take part in Take This is something that does not happen overnight -it is a long term journey but it is certainly happening •
